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MaU on Tape Efforts 


Of HUl Panel Is Light 


By Mary Russell 

Washington Post Staff Wi4ier 

'The tapes, all the tapes 
and nothing but the tapes,” 
said one telegram sent to 
House Judiciary Committee 
Chairman Peter Rodino (D^ 
N. J.) last week. 

House members, such as 
Rodino, the leadership and 
other members of the Jiidi^ 
ciary Committee, who have 
received a considerable 
amount of mail on the Presi* 
denPs decision to release 
transcripts, but not the ac- 
tual tapes of White House 
Watergate conversations, 
find their mail running 
heavily against the Presi- ' 
dent. 

The offices of many mem- 
bers, however, report that 
their mail following the 
president’s television speech 
last Monday night and the 
subsequent release of the 
transcripts, has been only 
slightly heavier than usual 
—an increase of perhaps 
two to 10 letters a day. 

^‘This just hasn’t had the 
impact that say, the Satur- 
day night massacre had, in 
terms of mail,” said an aide 
to House majority whip 
John McFall (D*Calif.). 
“l\laybe it’s taking a while 
tor the matter to sink in and 
the public to react, or 
maybe people have just be- 
come shock-proof.” 

By far the largest amount 
of mail has been sent to Ro- 
dino, the chairman of the 
committee charged with 


handling the impeachment 
inquiry. Rodino received 15,- 
798 letters and telegrams as 
of Saturday. Of those 14,555 
have v/ritten to urge the 
committee not to settle for 
the edited transcripts but to 
continue to seek the actual 
tapes, while only 1,243 sup- 
port the President’s position 
that the transcripts are suf- 
ficient. 

A Coral Gables, Pla., resi- 
dent wrote. ‘‘The release of 
the transcripts is an obvious 
ploy to mislead. Move ahead 
with impeachment proceed- 
ings, you are doing a good 
Job.” 

Another telegram said, 
“Get the tapes, not the se- 
lected edited transcripts. 
The committee must hear 
inflections.” 

A writer who supported 
the President’s position said, 
“The President is innocent. 
Stop harassing him in order 
to get publicity.” 

Some Republicans on the 
Judiciary Committee, like 
ranking Republican Edward 
Hutchinson (iMich.) and 
Reps. David Dennis (Ind.) 
and Charles Wigging (Calif.) 
report a slight increase in 
mail, but say they either 
haven’t tabulated it or it’s 
running about 50-50. 

But Illinois- Republican 
Rep. Robert McClory, a Ju- 
diciary Committee member 
who has generally supported 
the President’s position that 
the transcripts are suffi- 


cient, reports receiving 513 
letters from his district, tlie 
state and around the coun- 
- try opposing the President 
and 89 supporting him. 

Rep. William Cohen (R- 
Me.), who voted with the 
Democratic members of the 
judiciary committee to tell 
the President the tran- 
scripts did not comply with 
the subpoena, reports re- 
•cieving abut 300 letters, run- 
jf^lng about six to one 
against the, President. 

Democrats on the commit- 
tee, such as Rep. Robert Kas- 
lenmeier (Wis.) and Don Ed- 
wards (Calif.) show their mail 
running about eight or 10 to 
one against the President, 

while Southern Democrats, 

Walter Flowers (Ala.) and 
James R. Mann (S.C.) say their 
volume of mail has increased 
only slightly and is split be-- 
tween pro-Nixon and anti- 
Nixon forces. 

House Majority Leader Rep. 

Thomas P. (Tip) O’Neill (D- 
IViass.) has received 75 letters 
opposing the President’s posi- 
tion on the transcripts and 

two supporting him, a reaction 
that’s no surprise for a con- 
gressman representing Presi- 
dent John Kennedy’s old dis- 
trict in the one state that 
voted against the President 
in the last election. 

But flouse Minority Leader 
John Rhodes (R-Ariz.j, wJio 

stood by the President’s side running almost as heaviiy the tapes, not just the trar 

as he s{mke to a cheering against the President. Rhodes scripts to the Judiciary Com 

crowd of Republicans in Phoe- has received 110 letters calling mittee, and only 11 supportini 
nix last Friday, reports mail on the President to turn over the President’s actio.n. 


• A.vsociateci Pre.-j.s 

Ford: “Be sure you’re right, and then go ahead.” 


